
Valerio Nicolai 

CV & Exhibition History 

Valerio Nicolai born in Gorizia, Italy in 1988; lives and works in Milan. 

In 2013 Nicolai graduated from Accademia delle Belle Arti in Venice. Nicolai was awarded the 
Osvaldo Licini Prize in 2023 and the 2020-21 Pollock-Krasner Foundation grant.

Valerio Nicolai uses the space of painting to confront art history’s consecrated subject matters 
with elements of the prosaic and the everyday. The traditional still life, a tool for both deadpan 
description and ambiguous symbolism, is declined into contemporary commonplace objects, 
images and banal situations. Drama and humor end up inhabiting his fictional scenes, building a 
tension between glorified artistic topics and the realistic, absurd way they can come into existen-
ce.

Recent solo exhibitions

2026  solo show at Clima (Upcoming November 2026) 
          Ex Sorella, Emanuela Campoli, Paris 
2023  Notte da Osvaldo, curated by Alessandro Zechini, Museo Osvaldo Licini, Ascoli Piceno
          Valerio Nicolai, Campoli Presti, Paris 
2022  Sole con le code, Clima, Milan
2021  Birthmarkers, galeria Madragoa, Lisbon
2019  Amarena, Clima, Milan
2018  Steklovata, Valerio Nicolai/Thomas Braida, gelateria Sogni di ghiaccio, Bologna 
2017  heart’s rock and potato’s spirit, Las palmas project, Lisbon
          Processo a porcospino, Clima, Milan
2016  Trasformazione permanente di un mago in formica, Treti galaxie, Turin

Selected group show

2026  Forking Paths, Esther Schipper, Berlin
          Admiranda e Arcanae Natura, curated by Giulia Pollicita and organized by Fondazioe 
	 Morra Greco, MUSA, Napoli
          Cremona Contemporanea, curated by Rossella Farinotti, Cremona
          Tragicomica. Prospettive sull’arte italiana dal secondo Novecento a oggi, curated by Fran	
          cesco Stocchi and Andrea Bellini, MAXXI, Rome
          50 Artists in Conversation, curated by Jacky Ho, ArtHouse Tai Hang, Hong Kong
          Confluenze, Monitor, Rome 

2025  Premio Lissone, Invited by Lorenzo Balbi, MAC Lissone
          18a Quadriennale di Arte Contemporanea di Roma, Rome
          Six, Chapter NY, New York 
           R U STILL PAINTING, curated by Falcon Art Collective, New York
          Facile ironia. L’ironia nell’arte italiana tra XX e XXI secolo, curated by Lorenzo Balbi and 	
	 Caterina Molteni, Mambo, Bologna
 	
2024  Gli anni. Episodi di Storia dell’arte a Napoli dagli anni Sessanta a oggi, curated by Eva 		



	 Fabbris, Madre Museum, Napoli
          PORPORA, In continua risonanza, Casa Testori, Milan

2023  Diario Notturno Di sogni, incubi e bestiari immaginari, curated by Bartolomeo Pietromarchi, 	
	 MAXXI L’Aquila, L’Aquila
	 Pittura Italiana oggi, curated by Damiano Gullì, Triennale Milano
	 Tante care cose, Clima, Milan
	 Premio Termoli LXII, curated by Cristiana Perrella, MACTE, Termoli

2022  Expectations, curated by Massimiliano Scuderi, Fondazione Zimei, Pescara
	 DA - A, curated by Stefano Coletto, Fondazione Bevilacqua La Masa, Venice
          Panorama, curated by Vincenzo De Bellis and organized by ITALICS, Monopoli

2021  Movie Buff, curated  by Alfredo  Aceto, All Stars, Lausanne
          Sul Disegno e la Pittura (Ne Usciremo), curated by Renato Leotta, Galeria Madragoa,            	
          Lisbon 
          Basta, Palazzo Monti, Brescia

2020	 Stasi Frenetica, curated by Ilaria Bonacossa, GAM, Turin
           Quadriennale d’Arte Contemporanea, Palazzo delle Esposizioni, Rome
	 Mana Contemporary, New York
          L’aureola nelle cose: sentire l’habitat, curated by Guido Molinari, Pinacoteca Nazionale di     	
          Bologna, Bologna

2019	 Northern Lights, Alta Art Space, Malmo, Sweden
	 SUPERHOST, Like a Little Disaster, Polignano a Mare
	 SWAMP HORSES, Spirit Vessel, Espinavessa
	 The Collector’s House, curated by Caroline Corbetta, Molteni&Dada,  NY

2018  Il vello d’oro, Giorgio Galotti Gallery, Turin
          The H.P. Collection, Operativa Arte Contemporanea, Rome
	 straperetana 2018, curated by Saverio Verini, Pereto (AQ) 

2017  Mercato Nero, Fondazione Malutta at Monitor - Monitor, Rome 
          VIVA ARTE VIVA, FuturDome, Milan

2016  Trigger Party, curated by Andrea Magnani e Zoe De Luca, Marselleria, Milan
          Gala, Nicolai, Kvas - N + G / K, A plus A Gallery, Venice 
          A night out of town, Clima, Milan

2015  Rob Pruitt’s Flea Market, A plus A Gallery, Venice

2014  Shit and die, curated by Maurizio Cattelan, Palazzo Cavour, Turin
          Wall Project, curated by Maria Giovanna Virga, Francesco Pantaleone Gallery, Palermo



Prize and Award 

2023  Premio Osvaldo Licini (Winner)
          Premio Termoli LXII, MACTE, Termoli

2020  Pollock Krasner Founndation Grant (Recipient)
          Premio Michetti, 71 Edition, Fondazione Michetti 

2013  Winner of Artist’s ateliers of Bevilacqua La Masa, Ss. Cosma e Damiano space, Venice

2011  95ma Collettiva Giovani Artisti - La Galleria di Piazza San Marco, Venice (Winner)

Residencies

2019	 Art Residency - Port Tonic Art Center	
           Q-Rated, Organized by La Quadriennale di Roma and MAN, Nuoro

2014   VIR viafarini Residence, Milan
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